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Note to New Readers

This magazine is written in the Shavian alphabet. Shavian is a phonemic alphabet de-
signed for modern English. To learn more about the alphabet and to find a key to the letters,
please turn to the last page of the issue.

The Shavian text of this magazine is set in 14-point Doolittle Garamond. 12-point Trabajo is used for Roman text, and
larger sizes are used for headings. The editor is Bob Lumiere. For more information about the magazine, or to submit a piece
for publication, please visit www.shaw-script.net or email the editor at shawscripteditor@gmail.com.


www.shaw-script.net
mailto:shawscripteditor@gmail.com
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The Shavian alphabet is a phonemic alphabet designed to accurately and com-
pletely represent modern English. It consists of 48 letters. Some of these letters are lo-
cated in the line of text (short letters, most of which represent vowels), others stretch
above or below the line (tall and deep letters, which represent unvoiced and voiced con-
sonants respectively, with a few exceptions). There are no capitals.

LETTER  NAME  IPA SOUND | In /1/~1/
] Pin /p/ by Eve /i:/
L Bell /b/ N Edge /e/
1 Tan / t/ < Aim / eI/
L Done /d/ J Ash /®/
d I;elslf /k/ . Eyes /at/
5 i /8/ p Ago /8/
] Fey /f/ 7 Up /a/
\ Vie /v/ S On /o/
d ";I;orn / 2/ 0 Oak /au/
Q ou /0/ Vv Umph /u/
S See /s/ A Ooze /u(x)/
> Z00 /z/ < Ounce /au/
C EI}Z //f // N 0il /o1/
3 3 ¢ Ah /a:/
< Cha /9/ 2 Ought /2:/
2 Joy /d3/ o Aria /a:(r)/
\ Yen /i/ > Aura /2:(r)/
/ ;Nay /w/ . Arrow /ea(r)/
Q o}rllg /n/ 3 Early /3:(r)/
X Who /h/ A Array /a(r)/
C Lamb avi » Eerie /18(r)/
5 Roe /r/ v Ian /18/
B NMe // m// W Yule /iu(z)/
\ ow n
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The names of the letters are English words starting with the sound represented by the
letter (except for -Q, Song, which only appears at the end of a syllable).

By convention, the compound letters o, », o, v, 0, » are used in syllables which end in
the /r/ sound in rhotic dialects, to simplify matters and make it easier for speakers of non-rhotic
dialects, such as most English and Australian dialects, to communicate with speakers of rhotic
dialects, such as Hiberno-English or most North American dialects. r is used when the 1 and -
sounds appear in the same syllable.

Because there are no capitals, a namer-dot (-) precedes proper names, if such special
indication seems to be necessary. Some writers have adopted an additional symbol, an open
ring (°), to indicate that a word is an acronym or initialism.

Five common words are commonly spelled using a single letter: “to” as 1, “for” as J, “of”
as [, “the” as @, and “and” as \. This is because the exact pronunciation of these words varies a
great deal with context. If they are spelled out in full, some sort of compromise must be made,
either choosing one way of writing them and keeping with it regardless of whether it agrees
with the context, or allowing the spelling to change with the pronunciation at the expense of
legibility.

There is no universal spelling standard for Shavian, most common international spelling
standard for Shavian is based on that used in the Shavian alphabet edition of Bernard Shaw’s
play Androcles and the Lion, which was published in 1962. This standard is generally based on
Received Pronunciation (RP) with the addition of rhotic sounds — the same kind of compromise
that prompted the creation of the compound letters. A good dictionary of this standard is the
Kingsley Read Lexicon, which can be found at https://www.shavian.info/dictionary.
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